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Life Cycles 



All living things have a life cycle. 
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An oak tree has a life cycle 












An oak tree starts as a tiny acorn. 
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The acorn grows into a tall tree. 

The tree grows new acorns. 

The life cycle starts again. ^ 











Seeds and Shoots 



An acorn has a seed inside it. 
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The seed grows in the ground. 











Roots grow down from the seed into 
the ground. 
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A shoot and leaves grow from 
the seed. 


Becoming a Tree 





The young tree needs water and 
sunlight to grow. 
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The young tree grows bigger 










The tree grows new leaves 
the spring. 








The leaves change color and die in 
the fall. 















Making Acorns 



Catkins grow on the oak tree in 
the spring. 
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Acorns grow from the catkins. 
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A seed grows inside each acorn. 
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Squirrels eat some acorns. 
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Some acorns fall to the ground 
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The life cycle starts again. 










Life Cycle of an Oak Tree 



1 An acorn 
grows in the 
ground. 


4 Acorns grow 
from the 
catkins. 
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3 Catkins grow 
on the tree. 


2 The young 
tree grows 
leaves and 


branches. 









Picture Glossary 


catkin long, flowery part that grows 
on an oak tree in spring 


root part of a plant that grows 
underground. Roots take up water for 
the plant to use. 


seed tiny thing that grows into a 
new plant. Plants make seeds. 
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shoot small green stem that grows 
from a seed 
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Notes to Parents and Teachers 

Before reading 

Show the children some acorns and see if they know what they are. Do they know a place where 
they could find acorns? Ask them if they know what acorns grow into. 



After reading 

• Show the children an oak leaf and explain that different trees have differently-shaped leaves.Then 
show them leaves (or pictures of leaves) from a horse chestnut tree, a beech tree, a sycamore tree, 
and a field maple tree. Do they know which trees these leaves are from? When you have identified 
the leaves together, show them a conker, a beech nut, and sycamore and maple seeds, and ask 
them to match them with the leaves. Ask them why they think the conker and beech nut cases are 
prickly. Why do they think the sycamore and maple seeds are like helicopters? 

♦ Tell the children that acorns are a good energy food for squirrels and other animals. Go on a 
nature walk to a local park or woodland and look for squirrels. Can the children see them finding 
and eating acorns? What else do they eat? Can the children see any young trees growing from 
fallen acorns? 
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Acorn books engage early readers 
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What is inside an acorn? 

Read this book to find out about 
the life cycle of an oak tree. 


Books in this series introduce readers to plant and 
animal life cycles. Each book uses simple, repetitive 
text to teach readers basic vocabulary, and includes 
stunning photographs that show how living things grow 
and reproduce across a diverse selection of plants 
and animals. In An Oak Tree's Life, readers learn about 
the life cycle of an oak tree, from acorn to oak tree. 
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